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Dear Truth-O-Meter,

Your June 30, 2022 fact check of Lauren Boebert's claim about the Establishment Clause does claim interpretation the
wrong way.

It's basic in interpreting English words in context to consider the full range of meaning. PolitiFact appears to entirely
neglect the common Evangelical understanding of "church." Evangelicals tend to place very low importance on church
hierarchy, unlike groups such as the Catholics and the Mormons. Both of the latter consider their own church hierarchy as
exclusively representative of the true church. When a Catholic says "the (C)hurch" it refers to the Roman Catholic Church.
When a LDS says "the (C)hurch" it refers to the LDS Church. 

It's different for Evangelicals. "Church" typically refers either to a local congregation or to all believers
(ReligiousTolerance.org). That understanding is entirely consistent with the context of Boebert's remarks. Each of her
examples of "church" activity was an individual action, not a hierarchical/corporate one. Her use of Esther (from the
Hebrew Bible) as an example may suggest she considers Jews as part of or at least closely tied to "the church."

This understanding is also completely consistent with the explanation of Boebert's remarks PolitiFact solicited from
Boebert's spokesman (but which apparently mattered not at all in the fact check except as a curiosity one might set aside
in a sidebar). 

The Constitution comes from a time before Evangelicalism, when church hierarchies had influenced nations to war with
one another. Was Boebert correct that the framers of the Constitution intended for believers to have a hand in directing
the government? That's the central question the fact check should have examined, if it was to respect the context. 

Your fact check takes Boebert out of context and ends up fact-checking a straw man argument. The fact check refutes
Boebert's supposed statement that a church hierarchy should lead the nation. 

Please correct the understanding of "church" used in the fact check to respect the context. Thanks.

--  
Sincerely,

Bryan W. White
editor
zebrafactcheck.com
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